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people to enlist for his service; and their servants took up arms against the Eng-
lish.   Two battalions of regular Sepoys in the Vizeer's service under the command
;>f Lieutenant-Colonel Hannay, who had been  entrusted  with the charge of that
listrict, were attacked and surrounded in various places; many of them cut to pieces,
iiid Colonel Hannay  himself encompassed hy   multitudes narrowly escaped  the
same fate.   The Nabob Vizeer was charged with being privy to the intrigues which
had produced and fomented these disturbances, and the little account that he seem-
ed to make of them served to countenance the suspicion.    I can truly say for mv-
self, that I never afforded it the slightest degree of credit, neither his character,
the tenor of his past conduct, the expectations which I knew he entertained of as-
sistance and relief from myself, nor his inability to support himself without the
protection of our government, allowing me for a moment to entertain a thought
so injurious to his fidelity, and so contrary to probability.    Yet I was not perfect-
ly free from apprehensions similar to such a suggestion.    The Nabob was surround-
ed by men base in their characters, and improvident in their understandings, his
favourites, and the companions of his looser hours.    These had  every cause to
dread the effect of my influence on theirs; and both these, and relations of the
family, whose  views of consequence and power were intercepted by our partici-
pation in  the administration of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred to our na-
tion, and openly avowed it.   These all joined in prescribing the most pernicious
and fatal counsels to the Nabob, representing this as the time to deliver himself
from what they described as the yoke of servitude.    Although he firmly rejected
all their persuasions, and I was assured of it, yet he himself was at their mercy;
and it was in their power to use both his authority and his person for the perpe-
tration of their own designs; nor could I use any precaution to avoid them, which
would not appear to proceed from a distrust of the Nabob himself.    I never com-
municated my apprehensions, nor acted from them; and had the satisfaction of re-
ceiving the Nabob, of maintaining an intercourse with him with every mark of
the most secure and mutual confidence, and of parting with him with every de-
monstration of mutual satisfaction.

I had before written to Colonel Morgan for assistance.   I now repeated the or-
der ; and as the issue of a war begun with such disadvantages on our side, and
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